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Right Hon. Ramsay MacDonald, M.P.
a mild-mannered individual as Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman, flushed with the sense of a big poll at
a recent General Election, thump the box and ex
claim, " Enough of this foolery!" An extra-
assertiveness of manner may make up in the eyes
of some of his followers for the fact that their leader
is hardly prepared to make the streets of Glasgow	•
run with blood.
In 1914 disaster overtook him. After war was
declared he spoke in Parliament seldom, but always
in a pacifist or defeatist sense, and his record in the	J
contest was such a black one that he lost his seat at Leicester in 1918 by an overwhelming majority. Anyone who had not studied the record of the democracies in dealing with the opponents of great wars might have imagined that politically he was ruined. He ought to have been. He was a pro-German, according to Ms adversaries, one habitually referred to with approval in the enemy Press under the confused title of Ramsay and MacDonald. Should such a man ever again lead a Labour party which both in words and action had repudiated the taint of anti-patriotism ? It did not seem very likely.
But the prophets forgot the reaction which follows swiftly after great national efforts. When the excitement has subsided, when last night's champagne is flat, nations forget the glory and the necessity, and are only conscious of the sacrifice and the consequences. The oysters have been eaten and the bill still remains to be paid. In these circumstances the Pacifist acquires a kind of immunity compounded of ex-haustion and forgetfulness. Nay more, he has proved to be a man buyingv a good stock at the very bottom of the market, feelir^ sure that it must rise. He can
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